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3355 Unidntown Road

3359 and 3355 Uniontown Road should not be ignored as part of the walking tour because
they provide the opportunity to reflect upon the architecture of our own time. Most of us do
not stop and consider the cultural values inherentin the things that we do. such as in building
or remodeling a house. These two houses are good examples of the popular taste in residential
architecture during the mid-twentieth century. 3359 Uniontown Road was built in the early
1960s by Melvin Fritz with Junior Devilbiss as contractor. 3355 Uniontown Road was built in
the late 1950s by James Bloom. They indicate not only changing cultural values, but also
technological influences on American life. The most dramatic change is the shift to a one-story
massing of the structure brought about by the influence of the ranch-style house and its
modern arrangement of interior space. Fenestration. materials, and texture are also different
from their counter-parts of an earlier century. A major feature of this style of architecture is
the picture window, also possible because of changes in building technology. Not only had
glass manufacturing made large panes of glass possible at an affordable price, but modern
methods of heating homes created a change in attitude towards domestic architecture. These
cultural changes have led to many of the features prevalent in modern homes, such as picture
windows and sliding glass doors. 3359 and 3355 Uniontown Road represent the vitality of
Uniontown as a residential community through the twentieth century.

3359 Uniontown Road
Rising Sun Tavern (Site)

The Rising Sun Tavern, the third tavern of early Uniontown. was on the site of 3359 Unwn-
town Road during the early nineteenth century. The land records suggest that it was ton-
structed circa 1807, when Frederick Stem purchased the lots although Dr. Weaver. Jr., states
that there is evidence thal a building stood on these lots before 1805. Weaver described this
building as “‘an old-fashioned two story building. weather boarded, with a large double front
portico running the entire length ol the house.' This design with its [ull-length, double-tierad
porch on the main facade was a trademark for taverns in this region and can frequently be
found along old turnpikes. The Rising Sun Tavern was run bv David Stem from 1811 to 1835.
Dr. James L. Billingslea owned and leased it to William Segafoose and later to John Hape. until
he sold it to Charles Devilbiss in 1842. Devilbiss tore down the tavern and established the
Union Tannery, which became the largest industry in Uniontown's history. In 1856, he con-
verted the operation to steam power. The plant was sold to Frank Roberts in 1861, and to Hoff-
man and Deford of Baltimore City in 1865. The Hoffman family lived in Uniontown and greatly
enlarged the business, which operated until 1860.
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